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On the Income-Tax in the Kingdom of Saxony. By Herr E. A. 
Masius, of Leipsic, Editor of the " Rundschau der Versiche- 
rungen" &$c. 

J.HE following are the principles on which the collection of the 
Income-tax in the kingdom of Saxony is regulated : — 

I. Upon houses, lands, and ground-rents generally. 

For many years there has existed throughout the whole country 
a valuation of the immoveable property according to the average of 
the rents, with the provision that the contribution for taxes should 
be proportional, in fact that it should be in proportion to a tax- 
unit. Thus, for instance : — A house (real estate, &c.) which per- 
haps, after deduction of the current expenses which have been laid 
out upon it, may bring in yearly a clear income of 600 thalers 
(£86), is rated to the tax in the proportion of 3,000 units. If 
then the Government or States should lay on a tax of 1 pfenning 
for each unit, the owner of this house or land would have to pay 
yearly, upon this estimate, 10 thalers; if 1£ pfenning, 15 thalers ; 
if of 2 pfennings, 20 thalers, &c. Every estate (land and building) 
has accordingly a fixed contribution to pay in proportion to the 
tax-units, upon which the duty is computed. This regulation is 
also very advantageous for the capitalist, since, when money is 
required to be lent out on the estate, he himself may reckon the true 
value thereof in proportion to the units at which it is estimated. 

II. Duties on occupations, manufactures, trades, and all per- 
sons who carry on a public business. 

The tax is called a Personal and Trade tax, and is raised as fol- 
lows : — 

(a.) That which is laid on rents, income from personal service, 
official salaries, fees, &c, in proportion to what every one, acting 
according to his duty and conscience, has given in as the full 
amount which he has shown to be clear income in past years, after 
deduction of all outgoings incident thereto. A printed form is 
transmitted to him from the proper officer, and he fills up the sum. 
The correctness is to be testified by the subscription of his name. 
The proper officer may procure evidence of this being substantially 
correct. 

The single rate of contribution is nearly as follows : — 

From 100 to 300 thalers (.£14-3 to £43 ) yearly income, h per cent. 

301 „ 500 „ ( 43 „ 71-4) „ | „ 

501 „ 800 „ ( 71-4 „ 114-3) „ 1 

801 „ 1000 „ ( 114-3 „ 143 ) „ U „ 

1001 „ 1500 „ ( 143 „ 214-3) „ if „ 

1501 „ 2000 „ (214-3 „ 285-7) „ 2 „ 
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On particular occasions it may be increased, as in the year 1849 
we were obliged to pay three times the original rating of this tax ; 
and for 1850, by two instalments, the double ; for 1851 also, by 
two instalments, one-and-a-half time. In like manner also, the 
ground-rent tax (I.) was advanced in the same increased propor- 
tion. 

(b.) On professions, trades, industrial employments, trade cor- 
porations (guilds). For this purpose a Valuation Commission, 
consisting of competent citizens, selected according to the different 
trades, meet together under the presidency of the judicial courts, 
whose duty it is to discover as far as possible, and estimate the 
real income. 

Reclamations against too high a valuation are allowed. They 
are brought before the Government, and the valuations may be 
reduced, if it can be proved that they have been set at too high a 
rate. The tax is imposed in proportion to this correction. 

The expenses required for the public works of the commune, 
such as street-lighting, public buildings, street-paving, embellish- 
ment of the promenades, maintenance of the Government schools, 
&c, are specially levied under the name of the Communal Taxes. 
They amount in Leipsic from about one-sixth to one-fourth of the 
Personal and Trade tax. 

In the kingdom of Prussia there exist an Income and Class 
tax. 

1. The Class-tax extends to all incomes from rents, capital, 
houses, trades, personal services, &c, from 1 thaler (3s.) to 1000 
thalers (£128-6) yearly. It has 12 classifications, and rises from 
2 to 15 thalers. Servants (male and female) pay half a thaler. 
The valuation is made by the regular officers of the commune, and 
by persons of confidence and experience appointed for the purpose. 

2. The Income-tax is imposed upon those who have an income 
over 1000 thalers, below which amount they are free from this 
income-tax, and it is raised as follows : — 

From 1001 to 1200 thalers (£143 to J171-4) 1| per cent. 

1201 „ 1400 „ ( 171-4 „ 200 ) 2 

1401 „ 1600 „ ( 200 „ 228-6) 2£ 

1601 „ 2000 „ ( 2286 „ 2857) 3 

2001 „ 2400 „ ( 285-7 „ 343 ) 3£ 

2401 „ 3000 „ ( 343 „ 428'6) 4 

and in the same proportion for higher amounts. It would be levied 
on all incomes, under whatever title they may be called, even for 
life interests where the ownership is not in the actual possession of 
the party. 
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The method of dealing with the valuation is as follows : — In 
each place the proper authorities of the place elect six members of 
a committee, by whom, as far as possible, all the different classes 
resident in the place ought to be represented. The Government 
chooses from the same place a representative for itself. In this 
manner, the seven committee-men who have been chosen undertake 
the duty of attending to the valuation, so that the six committee- 
men labour in the task to find out as closely as possible the exact 
income : they come to an agreement thereon, and lay the result 
before the seven sitting in committee together. In any differences 
of votes, the majority of votes decides the question. The Govern- 
ment proportions the tax to the income which has thus been pro- 
visionally discovered, having still the right to increase or dimmish 
the ratio of the tax, — to raise it if the sum is found too little, to 
diminish it if those to whom it is charged remonstrate against the 
decision. 

The Communal taxes for the necessary expenses of every town 
are especially levied for this purpose, and are regulated as necessity 
requires. 

The payment for the military schools is raised as a special tax, 
both in Prussia and Saxony. 

The Income-tax was first levied in Prussia about half-a-year 
since ; before that time the Class-tax only was established. 



On the Assurance Companies of Belgium. By M. Flemmich, 
of Antwerp. 

AFTER the restoration of general peace in 1814, Belgium pos- 
sessed no institutions for assurance of any kind whatever. It was 
only in 1818 that the following were established, under the special 
protection of the King of the Netherlands : at Antwerp, the Com- 
pagnie d'Anvers, " Securitas" for assurance against fire and marine 
risks; at Brussels, La Compagnie des Proprietaires Reunis, and La 
Compagnie de Bruxelles h Primes, both for assurance against fire 
risks only. In 1821 they were added to by the formation of the 
Compagnie de l'Escaut, and afterwards by the Fifth Assurance 
Company, both established at Antwerp, and assuring against fire 
and marine risks. 

The number of Marine Assurance Companies at Antwerp then 



